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VENTNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  ended  51st  December  1959. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Ventnor  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  year  1959 
in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of 
Health. 

STATISTICS 


General ; 

This  year  we  had  the  finest  summer  since  1947  with 
a  total  of  2,205*3  hours  of  sunshine.  In  the  meteorological 
office  official  ranking  for  the  year’s  sunshine  (excluding 
the  Channel  Islands ),  Ventnor  was  second.  For  the  months  of 
June,  July  and  August,  Ventnor  ranked  second  in  the  whole 
country,  including  the  Charnel  Islands. 

Vital ; 

With  3  more  births  this  year  than  last  year,  the 
birth  statistics  show  a  slight  increase  in  an  otherwise 
constant  pattern.  However,  the  increase  by  30  in  the 
total  number  of  deaths  has  the  effect  of  raising  the 
various  death  rates  considerably  and  accentuating  the 
expected  ’holiday  resorts’  phenomenon,  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  report. 

It  is  as  well  to  note  that  the  20 0^  increase  in  the 
death  rate  of  illegitimate  live  births  is  represented  by 
a  single  death,  and  further,  that  the  death  rate  of  all 
infants  for  1,000  live  births  (25*0)  higher  than  the 
national  figure  (22.2)  again  only  rej resents  two  deaths. 

Two  new  statistical  values  have  been  added  this  year. 
They  are  (a)  Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (first  week) 
per  1,000  related  live  births,  and  (b)  Perinatal  Mortality 
Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  during  first  week)  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births. 

Causes  of  Death 


Deaths  from  coronary  artery  disease  increased  by  16 
and  from  lung  cancer  by  2  over  last  year's  figures.  This 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  seems 
inexorable  and  poses  a  pertinent  challenge  to  workers  in 
the  field  of  preventive  medicine. 

Nationally,  deaths  from  coronary  heart  disease 
continued  to  increase  from  76,324  in  1957  and  84,041  in 
1958,  to  84,920  in  1959,  giving  an  annual  death  rate  of 
1.87  per  thousand  population.  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  numbered  21,063,  an  increase  of  1,243  over  the  1958 
figures. 
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Little  progress  was  made  in  ascertaining  the  causes 
of  coronary-artery  disease.  One  worker  showed  that  when 
the  level  of  fats  in  the  blood  was  high,  the  blood  flow 
through  the  coronary  arteries  was  decreased  and  the 
removal  of  oxygen  by  the  heart  muscle  diminished.  There 
was  strong  cumulative  evidence  from  statistical  surveys 
of  an  association  between  coronary  disease  and  a  high 
consumption  of  animal  fats.  Other  investigations 
suggested  that  patients  with  coronary  heart  disease  did 
not  remove  fatty  substances  from  the  blood  as  rapidly  as 
normal  persons.  Other  studies  indicated  that  the  hormones 
liberated  by  a  portion  of  the  adrenal  glands  in  response  to 
"stress”  conditions,  tend  to  cause  an  elevation  of  the  fat 
levels  in  the  blood.  From  personal  experience  there  is 
little  doubt  that  "stress”  plays  a  predominant  role. 

However,  this  is  difficult  to  elucidate  as  there  is  not 
as  yet  available  a  quantitative  measure  of  stress. 

The  still  increasing  incidence  of  cancer  of  the  lung 
has  been  ascribed  to  a  number  of  causes  but  it  seems 
incontrovertible  from  the  great  weight  of  collateral 
evidence,  clinical,  chemical  and  pathological,  that 
cigarette  smoking  plays  a  substantial  part  in  the  causation 
of  cancer  of  the  lung. 

Deaths  by  accident  are  also  increasing  at  an  alarming 
rate  and  although  there  were  only  2  accidental  deaths  in 
the  district,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  existing 
problem.  Lord  Kilmuir  spoke  of  the  number  of  deaths  on  the 
roads  as  one  of  the  "tragic  problems  over shad owing  the 
scientific  and  material  advance  of  mankind".  This  carnage 
on  the  roads  tends  to  obscure  the  fact  that  it  claims  only 
about  one-third  of  all  accidental  deaths,  whereas  more  than 
4076  occur  in  the  home.  On  an  average  day,  50  people  are 
killed  accidentally  in  G-reat  Britain,  21  of  these  in  the 
home.  The  number  of  injuries  in  the  home  is  not  known, 
but  has  been  estimated  as  between  75,000  and  100,000  serious 
and  1,000,000  slight,  per  year.  The  prevention  of  home  accidents 
falls  within  the  province  of  public  health  and  mainly  depends 
on  health  education. 

At  a  general  meeting  on  home  accidents  in  September, 
it  was  suggested  that  this  aspect  of  accident  prevention  be 
embodied  by  the  existing  Road  Safety  Committee  within  their 
present  framework.  The  chief  victims  of  accidents  in  the 
home  are  the  very  young  and  the  elderly,  with  women  forming 
the  majority  of  casualties  in  the  three  main  categories  - 
falls,  poisoning  and  burns  and  scalds.  Balls  cause  many 
more  deaths  in  the  home  than  all  other  forms  of  accident 
combined. 

Legislation  for  the  prevention  of  domestic  accidents 
is  largely  impractical  a  ad  is  limited  to  the  Children 
and  Young  Persons  (Amendment)  Act  of  1952,  the  Heating 
Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  of  1953,  both  of  which  are 
concerned  with  open  fires  and  heating  appliances,  and  the 
Fabrics  (Misdescription)  Act  of  1913,  which  prohibits  the 
sale  of  textile  fabrics  or  garments  described  as  non- 
inflammable,  which  do  not  conform,  to  a  prescribed  standard, 
but  it  does  not  prohibit  the  sale  of  highly  inflammable 
fabrics  bearing  no  description. 

As  I  have  said,  the  mainstay  of  our  efforts  lies  in 
health  education. 
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The  decline  in  the  number  of  tubercular  deaths  in 
the  country  continues  and  there  was  only  one  such  death 
in  the  district.  That  there  were  no  deaths  from 
diphtheria  in  the  whole  country,  is  an  unqualified 
endorsement  of  the  procedure  of  immunisation  against 
the  disease.  In  1940  in  England  and  Wales  there  were 
2,480  deaths  due  to  diphtheria. 

There  has  not  been  a  maternal  death  in  Ventnor  for 
over  ten  years. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 


By  far  the  most  prevalent  disease  this  year  has  been 
a  24  to  48  hour  illness  characterised  by  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting,  the  one  or  the  other  predominant,  highly 
infective  and  recurring,  mild  in  all  but  a  few  cases  and 
by  its  nature ,  self  limiting.  It  has  occurred  in 
explosive  outbreaks  throughout  the  community  affecting 
young  and  old,  residents  and  visitors  alike.  Examination 
of  specimens  in  the  laboratory  has  been  consistently 
negative.  The  disease  started  on  the  mainland  late  in 
1958.  Consideration  of  all  its  manifestations  would  seem 
to  label  it  clearly  a  virus  disease  and, incidentally , 
non -notifiable . 

Measles  remained  true  to  its  adopted  triennial 
periodicity  with  92  notified  cases. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  notified  for 
over  ten  years,  but  nevertheless,  this  disease  is  another 
one  causing  national  concern.  The  Ministry  has  drawn 
attention  to  the  danger  of  cooking  moat,  allowing  it  to  cool, 
often  overnight,  and  re -heating  if  before  serving.  This 
is  due  to  the  presence  of  staphylococci  in  the  meat  before 
or  after  cooking,  producing  an  enter otoxin,  which  is  a 
highly  heat  resistant  substance  that  can  survive  boiling 
for  30  minutes. 

The  same  number  (4)  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
notified  this  year  as  last.  Progrecs  continues  in  the 
field  of  prevertion,  with  improvements  in  the  standards 
of  living  and  hygiene,  the  isolation  of  infectious  cases 
and  active  measures  such  as  vaccination  (B.C.G.),  but 
mass  radiography  remains  the  best  method  of  finding 
undetected  cases.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  mass 
radiography  unit  to  visit  the  Island  in  I960.  The  Chest 
Physician y  th  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  District 
Medical  Officers,  held  a  meeting  on  the  tuberculosis 
services  at  the  Royal  National  Hospital  in  April  and  June. 

No  cases  of  poliony  slitis  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Nationally,  notifications  were  low  and  the  figure 
of  66  deaths  was  the  lowest  since  records  started  in  1911* 
That  this  happy  state  of  affairs  is  due  to  vaccination  is 
perhaps  too  early  to  conclude.  In  July  1958  the 
Government  extended  the  offer  of  vaccination  to  people 
born  in  the  years  1933  to  1942,  and  to  hospital  and  nursing 
home  staff,  medical  students  and  uheir  families.  An 
intensive  publicity  campaign  and  vaccination  programme  was 
carried  out  on  the  Island  from  30  th  May  to  the  end  of  July, 
Ventnor  Council  co-operateu.  fully  in  this  endeavour. 

By  the  end  of  June,  it  was  estimated  that  94$  of  children 
aged  up  to  15  years  and  56$  of  young  people  aged  between 
15  and  26  years  had  been  registered. 
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World  wide  reports  confirm  that  protection  against 
paralysis  in  the  first  year  following  two  injections 
varies  "between  60%  and  80%.  In  order  to  achieve  a 
higher  degree  of  protection  a  third  injection  seven  to 
twelve  months  after  the  second,  is  now  recommended. 

At  a  private  residential  school  for  handicapped 
and  delicate  children,  an  out  "break  of  staphylococcus 
aureus,  phage  type  80  infection,  occurred  in  October 
1958.  The  lesions  found  were  boils,  sties  and  nasal 
infection.  This  particular  type  of  infection  is 
notoriously  difficult  to  eradicate  and  it  was  not 
accomplished  until  April  1959.  Further,  final  victory 
was  only  won  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  school  staff, 
the  pathologist,  the  local  general  practitioners,  the 
public  health  doctors,  the  public  health  inspector  and 
even  a  medical  officer  from  the  Ministry  of  Education. 

A  boy  was  found  to  be  the  nidus  of  infection  and  upon 
his  discharge  home,  the  outbreak  abated.  A  procedure 
has  now  been  laid  down,  which  should  prevent  a  recurrence. 

luring  the  year  the  County  Medical  Officer 
investigated  the  disease  brucellosis  on  the  Island,  but 
his  results  are  not,  as  yet,  published. 

The  Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor. 

So  successfully  has  the  fight  been  waged  against 
tuberculosis  with  the  wonder  anti -tubercular  drugs,  such 
as  streptomycin,  iso-nicotinic  acid  hydrazide  and 
iproniazid,  that  this  hospital,  after  nearly  100  years 
of  service,  found  itself  in  the  position  where  only  80 
of  the  240  beds  were  occupied.  In  August  1958,  the 
South-West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  proposed 
closing  the  hospital.  Representations  against  the 
proposed  closure  were  made  to  the  Board  by  Ventnor  Urban 
listrict  Council  and  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  in 
October  1958  and  January  1959.  However,  on  the  1st  April 
1959 >  the  newly  formed  Wessex  Regional  Hospital  Board 
advised  the  Minister  to  close  the  hospital. 

On  27th  August,  a  deputation  consisting  of 
representatives  of  the  C0unty  Council,  the  Ventnor  Council, 
the  National  Health  Executive  Council  and  the  local  Medical 
CoEomittee  and  led  by  the  Island’s  Member  of  Parliament, 
was  received  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  when  a  statement 
and  a  memorandum  prepared  by  Or.  C.P.  Giles,  was  presented. 
As  a  result  of  this,  it  was  arranged  that  Dr.  Winner  and 
Mr.  Hewitt,  of  the  Ministry,  should  visit  the  Island  on 
the  12th  January  I960  to  further  pursue  the  matter. 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Ventnor 

area. 

Problem  Families 


I  attended  two  meetings  of  the  officers  concerned 
in  the  welfare  of  so-called  problem  families.  These 
families  may  be  described  as  those  who  are  unable  to 
cope  with  a  problem,  or  pioblems,  on  their  own  and  need 
the  assistance  of  an  outside  agency.  Very  often  in  these 
cases  the  Courcil  can  help  by  re -housing,  but  no  problem 
family  was  encountered  in  Ventnor  this  year. 
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Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention. 


No  action  was  required  during  the  year  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  This, 

I  believe,  is  largely  attributable  to  the  excellent  work 
being  done  for  old  people  by  the  County  Welfare  Officers, 
the  Health  Visitors,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
members  of  voluntary  organisations. 

Health  Education 

Health  education  forms  the  very  warp  and  woof  of 
public  health  work  and  is  an  integral  part  of  our  daily 
affairs.  As  I  have  said,  our  major  effort  this  year 
was  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  campaign.  I  gave 
three  talks  on  public  health  matters  during  the  year. 

Mortuary  Accommodation 

A  meeting  was  called  on  6th  May  by  H.M.  Coroner  to 
discuss  the  present  unsatisfactory  mortuary  accommodation. 
He  suggested  a  central  mortuary  maintained  jointly  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  local  authorities,  to  be 
built  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Newport.  The  proposal  is 
under  consideration. 

Conferences  and  Courses 


The  Royal  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Health  held  a 
meeting  at  Newport  on  5th  June  at  which  more  than  120 
delegates  attended.  Papers  were  read  on  sewage 
contamination  of  coastal  waters  and  on  static  caravan 
sites.  In  the  afternoon,  visits  were  paid  to  factories, 
sewage  works,  school,  an  old  people's  guest  house  and 
blind  heme,  and  the  occupation  centre. 

On  10th  June  I  attended  a  one  day  course  on  "The 
Catarrhal  Child",  in  London. 

New  Legislation 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  1959, 
ard  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  amend 
and  consolidate  previous  regulations. 

The  Factories  Act,  1959,  makes  further  provision  as 
to  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  workers. 

The  house  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  relates  to 
the  new  ’standard  grants’  and  improvement  grants.  Local 
authorities  have  a  duty  to  make  'standard  grants’,  for  the 
provision  of  a  bath,  wash  hand  tasin,  hot  water  supply, 
rater  closet  and  satisfa  *tory  food  storage  in  houses  which 
lack  such  amenities.  With  certain  exceptions,  these 
provisiors  do  not  apply  to  houses  provided  after  1944. 

The  amount  of  the  'standard  grant'  is  limited  to  one  half 
the  cost  of  the  works,  subject  to  a  maximum  of  £155. 

That  there  were  only  four  'standard  grants’  issued  during 
the  year,  may  be  due  to  the  public  not  appreciating  that 
this  is  a  grant  and  has  not  to  be  repaid. 

The  Housing  (Underground  Rooms)  Act,  1959,  restores 
to  local  authorities  the  powers  which  they  had  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  to  close  certain  insanitary  basement 
rooms. 
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The  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  makes  sweeping  new 
provisions  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  mentally 
sick,  and  for  the  management  of  their  property  and 
affairs . 

The  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1959, 
makes  provision  for  determining  the  local  authority 
liable  for  providing  Part  3  accommodation,  i.e. 
accommodation  for  the  aged,  infirm  or  incapable  people. 

Staff 


I  have,  with  the  very  sincerest  regret,  to  report 
the  death  of  my  clerk,  Miss  M.  I .  Martin,  on  the  14th 
November,  after  two  years  of  illness. 

Mr.  S.  Self,  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  left  on 
the  18th  September  to  take  a  higher  appointment.  He 
had  completed  three  years  of  highly  satisfactory  service 
and  was  much  liked  in  the  district.  We  were  sorry  to 
lose  him  and  wish  him  every  success  and  happiness  in 
his  new  appointment.  The  new  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  P.R.  Williams,  took  up  his  appointment  on  the  19th 
October  1959* 
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I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
JOHN  D.  RUSSELL 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


1.  GENERAL 


Total  hours  of  sunshine  during  1959 
Total  rainfall  during  1959 
Area  in  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31/3/60) 
Rateable  value  (at  3l/3/59) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1958/59) 


2,205.3  hours 

30.96  inches 

3,562 

1,912 

£109,284 

£435 


2.  VITAL 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  6,540 

Births  M  E  Total 


Number  of  live  legitimate  births  39  36  75 

Number  of  live  illegitimate  births  23  5 

Live  birth  rate  for  1,000  of  estimated 

resident  population  12.2 

Comparative  factor  (births)  1.08 

Comparative  birth  rate  13.2 

Live  birth  rate  for  1,000  in  England 

and  Wales  16.5 

Number  of  legitimate  stillbirths  11  2 

Number  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  -  - 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live 

and  stillbirths  24.4 

Total  live  and  still  births  82 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births  6.3 


Deaths 

Total  number  of  deaths 
Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  resident  population 
Comparative  factor  (deaths) 
Comparative  death  rate 
Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales 
Number  of  deaths  of  legitimate 
infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 
infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Death  rate  of  all  infants  per 
1,000  live  births 
Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants 
per  1^000  legitimate  live  births 
Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Neo -natal  mortality  rate  for  1,000  live  births  12.5 

Early  neo -natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  births  Nil 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births  24.4 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 

and  still  births  Nil 


55  54  109 

16.8 

0.72 

12.1 

11.6 

1-1 
-  1  1 

25.0 

13.3 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Male  Hemal e 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory .  -  (-)  1  (-) 

Tuberculosis,  other .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Syphilitic  disease  .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Diphtheria .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Whooping  cough  ..  ..  .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Meningoccocal  infections .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ..  ..  . .  . .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Measles  . .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach  . .  ..  2(2)  1  (-) 

M  ”  -  lung  and  bronchus  5  (3)  -  (-) 

”  M  -  breast  ..  ..  -(*-)  -  (2) 

n  -  uterus  ..  . .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  3  (5)  5  (2) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia .  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Diabetes  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  -  (-)  1  (1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ..  4  (6)  13  ( 7 

Coronary  disease,  angina . 16  (3)  12  (9 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ..  1  (2)  3  (I) 

Other  heart  disease .  4(3)  8(9) 

Other  circulatory  disease .  1  (3)  2  (3) 

Influenza . ..  1  (-)  1  (-) 

Pne-umonia  ..  . .  4(3)  3(4) 

Bronchitis  ..  •.  ..  ..  ..  3(3)  I  (-) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  -  (-)  1  (-) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ..  ..  1  (1)  -  (-) 

Oastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ..  1  (-)  -  (-) 

Nephritis,  nephrosis .  -  (-)  1  (-) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  1  (-)  -  (-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion..  ..  -  (-)  -  (-) 

Congenital  malformations  ..  ..  ..  -  (1)  1  (-) 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases  4  (4)  -  (2) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  ..  ..  1  (-)  -  (-) 

All  other  accidents .  1  (-)  -(-) 

Suicide  . ..  1  (-)  -(-) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . .  1  (-)  -  (-) 


55  (39)  54  (40) 


Note ;  figures  for  1958  are  entered  in  brackets. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 

and  Other  Diseases 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

— 

i  Poliomyelitis 
(paralytic ) 

Poliomyelitis 
(non-paralytic ) 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

92 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 
(post  infectious) 

Tuberculosis 
(respi ratory ) 

4 

Tuberculosis  (meninges 
and  C.E. S.  ) 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

106 

4 

1 

— 

Age  at  date  of  notification 


FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS  -  None  notified 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  -  From  the  weekly  returns  of 

headteachers ; - 


German  measles 

1 

Chi eke np ox 

68 

Measles 

55 

Mumps 

Influenza  and 

7 

influenzal  colds 

4-19 

Who oping  c  ough 

1 

Impetigo 

1 

552 


TUBERCULOSIS 


s  This  number  includes  6  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1959  20% 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive 
Number  of  samples  in  which 

Brucella  Abortus  was  isolated 
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VMTNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Salisbury  Gardens, 
Ventnor,  I.W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ventnor  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on 
the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  and 
I  an  indebted  to  Dr.  J.D.  Russell  for  the  privilege 
of  presenting  this  section  of  his  report. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  visits  to  food  premises,  from  101  in  1958  to 
259  in  1959?  but  the  continued  maintenance  of  a  nigh 
standard  of  hygiene  is  mainly  dependent  on  the  trader 
being  conscious  of  his  responsibilities  to  the  public. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  service  in  any  town  is 
determined  by  the  customers  who,  by  their  continued 
patronage  of  a  shopkeeper,  indicate  that  they  are 
satisfied  with  his  methods. 

Although  neither  tabercle  bacilli  nor  brucella 
abortus  were  found  in  samples  of  raw  milk  submitted 
for  biological  examination,  the  failure  of  6  out  of 
25  samples  of  raw  milk  to  pass  the  methylene  blue 
test  is  sufficient  reason  to  advocate  the  heat  treatment 
of  all  milk  to  render  it  safe.  There  can  be  no  valid 
obje  ction  to  subjecting  milk  to  the  same  type  of  process 
as  its  allied  product,  ice  cream. 

Complaints  of  milk  being  delivered  in  dirty  bottles 
have  f ortunately  not  been  so  common,  but  here  again  the 
co-operation  of  the  public  is  essential.  A  rinse  in 
cold  water  when  the  bottle  is  emptied  will  reduce  the 
risk  of  flies  and  smells  in  the  house  and  also  assist 
the  dairy  to  provide  a  sterile  bottle  for  the  next  customer. 
The  alternative  to  milk  bottles  is  the  use  of  non- 
returnable  cartons,  a  scheme  which  has  many  advantages 
but  which  would  add  slightly  to  the  cost  of  the  milk. 

Visits  to  the  slaughterhouse  for  the  inspection  of 
meat  showed  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  although  the 
number  of  pigs  killed  increased  by  400.  Only  one  carcase 
was  found  to  be  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis 
although  36  whole  carcases  had  to  be  rejected  for  other 
diseases  and  conditions. 

Progress  was  maintained  in  the  five  year  slum 
clearance  programme  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  4 
houses,  of  which  2  were  still  occupied,  remained  to  be 
demolished.  An  average  of  18  Council  dwellings  becomes 
vacant  each  jaar  and  these  vacancies  have  enabled  the 
Council  to  deal  with  their  urgent  housing  requirements 
without  recourse  to  new  building.  The  demand  for 
smaller  units  of  accommodation  resulted  in  the  decision  to 
convert  some  of  the  older  houses  to  flats  with  the  aid  of 
improvement  grants. 
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In  conclusion  I  would  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  of  the 
co-operation  of  my  colleagues. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.R.  WILLIAMS. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OE  THE  AREA. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 


Public  Health.  Act 

Public  Health  Act  re-inspections 

Housing  Act 

Housing  Act  re-inspections 
Rent  Act 

Applications  for  Council  housing 

Meat  Inspection  at  slaughterhouse 

Pood  premises 

Shops  Act 

Factories  Act 

Clean  Air  Act 

Infestations 

Infectious  disease 

Miscellaneous,  interviews,  etc. 


152 

221 

17 

55 

3 

11 

185 

259 

5 

6 
2 

35 

14 

180 


1,145 


Under  reciprocal  arrangements  whereby  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  S  and  own -Shankl in 
and  Ventnor  Urban  District  Councils  act  as  deputies 
to  each  other,  18  visits  were  made  in  the  Sand  own - 
Shanklin  area. 


Informal  Notices 

Served  Complied 


Public  Health  Act  44  42 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act  30  14 


Statutory  Notices 


Public  Health  Act 
Section  93) 


Served  Complied 

3  2 

(Served  in 
previous  year) 


Water  Supply 

The  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Water  Board  from  the  fol? owing  sourcess- 

(a)  A  deep  well  in  the  Waterworks,  Mitchell  Avenue, 
Ventnor; 

(b)  A  supply  of  surface  water  from  the  railway  tunnel; 

(c)  A  spring  at  Wroxall; 

(d)  Two  springs  at  St.  Lawrence. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  but  not  filtered. 

By  overcoming  the  waste  situation  and  keeping  a 
careful  check  on  consumption,  the  water  supply  to  the 
district  during  the  exceptionally  dry  summer  was 
maintained  and  no  shortage  occurred.  Nevertheless  the 
question  of  supplementing  the  supply  to  Ventnor  was 
still  being  considered. 
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Until  1st  April  1959,  the  sampling  of  water  at 
source  and  during  treatment  was  carried  out  "by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  but  as  from  that  date  the 
Water  Board  took  over  the  responsibility  throughout 
the  Island.  Copies  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
reports  are  supplied  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  obtained  during 
the  years- 


Grade  Untreated  Water  Treated  Water 


Satisfactory  30  63 

Suspicious  12 

Unsatisfactory  47  4 

In  addition  13  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  from  domestic  and  public  supply  points  in  the 
district  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Some  11  properties  have  private  supplies  of  water 
from  springs  and  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  from  a  chemical  aspect 
the  water  was  organically  satisfactory  and  gave  his 
opinion  that  it  could  be  treated  with  chlorine  to  provide  a 
satisfactory  supply.  Pending  the  installation  of  a 
chlorination  plant,  the  occupier  of  the  premises  was 
warned  to  boil  all  water  before  use. 

Ho  sample  of  water  other  than  the  above  was  submitted 
for  chemical  examination. 

Private  Swimming  Pool 

There  are  no  public  baths  or  bathing  pools  in  the 
district  but  the  Ventnor  Secondary  Modern  School  has  a 
private  pool  which  is  used  for  the  instruction  of  pupils. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  the  main  water  supply 
and  is  hand-dosed  with  chlorine  daily,  twice  on  bright, 
sunny  days.  The  changing  of  the  water  is  governed  by 
the  availability  of  supplies  from  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Water  Board. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  summer 
and  of  this  number  three  were  unsatisfactory  because  of 
the  presence  of  Bact,  coli  I.  These  results  show  that, 
even  with  the  very  careful  attention  given  by  the  staff, 
the  hand  chlorination  method  is  not  satisfactory  and 
that  other  methods  will  have  to  be  considered  if  the  water 
is  to  reach  that  high  standard  of  purity  which  is  desirable 
in  swimming  pools. 

uhildren's  Paddling  Pool 

A  popular  feature  of  the  Eastern  Esplanade  is  the 
paddling  pool,  a  shallow  concrete  tank  with  a  relief 
model  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  the  centre. 

The  pool  is  emptied  and  re -filled  daily  with  water 
from  the  Cascade,  a  natural  spring  which  is  unfortunately 
not  pure.  To  counteract  this,  tne  water  is  chlorinated 
by  hand-dosage  at  each  filling  and  more  frequently  during 
the  school  holidays. 
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The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  is 
controlled  by  the  Surveyor  and  a  weekly  collection  of 
domestic  refuse  is  maintained.  Disposal  is  Toy 
controlled  tipping  in  an  old  lime  quarry  and  regular 
spraying  with  insecticide  and  treatment  to  prevent 
rodent  infestation  ensures  that  nuisance  is  kept  to  a 
minimum . 


Infestations 

During  the  year  22  complaints  were  made  to  the 
Department  of  infestations,  mainly  of  flies  and  wasps. 
Treatment  of  the  infested  premises  "by  insecticides  was 
effective . 


Caravans 


A  licence  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936,  was  granted  for  a  period  of  twelve  months 
to  the  proprietor  of  a  camping  site.  The  licence 
permits  the  stationing  of  up  to  18  caravans  or  tents 
on  the  site.  Space  has  been  allowed  for  a  recreational 
area  in  accordance  with  a  negotiated  standard  in  force 
on  the  Island. 


Housing 


Humber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  represented  under 
Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957.  6 

Humber  of  Demolition  Orders  made  2 

Humber  of  undertakings  to  carry  out  repairs 

accepted  3 

Humber  of  houses  demolished  5 

Humber  of  premises  made  fit  as  a  result  of 

undertakings  given  by  owner  5 

Humber  of  premises  made  fit  as  a  r*esulb  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  30 

Humber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1959s- 

By  local  authority  2 

By  private  builders  9 

Improvement  G-rants 

During  the  year  8  applications  for  discretionary 

grants  and  4  for  standa^  d  grants  were  approved  by  the 

Council . 


Rent  Act 

Ho  applications  were  received  either  for  certificates 
of  disrepair  or  the  cancellation  of  certificates  in  force. 

Council  Housing 

The  Council  own  208  houses  and  flats.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  56  applicants  for  housing  on  the 
Council  list  of  whom  only  8  were  priority  cases.  The 
re-housing  of  aged  persons  presents  certain  problems  and 
the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  conversion  of  some 
older  nouses,  as  they  became  available,  into  small  self- 
contained  flats  for  one  or  two  persons. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food- 


Meat  Inspection 

Within  the  Urban  District  there  is  one  slaughterhouse 
attached  to  a  bacon  and  meat  products  factory  and  no 
animals  other  than  pigs  are  slaughtered  there.  During 
the  year  185  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  and 
8,112  pigs  were  inspected,  1,508  animals  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  some  disease  resulting  in  the  rejection  of 
5  tons,  14  cwts. ,  64  lbs.  of  meat  and  offal.  Just  over 
one  half  of  this  weight  is  accounted  for  by  the  rejection 
of  the  whole  carcases  of  30  pigs  and  7  sows  and  boars. 
During  August  the  carcases  of  8  pigs  which  were  moribund 
due  to  heat  exhaustion  were  rejected. 

All  unfit  meat  was  stained  and  disposed  of  in  the 
by-products  plant  attached  to  the  factory. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected 
and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part.  pigs 

Number  killed  8,112 

Number  inspected  8,112 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

and  cystercerci? - 

Whole  carcases  condemned  36 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  1,085 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
which  were  affected  with  disease 

other  than  tuberculosis  or  cystercerci  13.8 

Tuberculosis  only; - 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  386 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis  4.7 


Cysticercosis ; - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  - 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
Cost  of  Meat  Inspection 

An  exchequer  grant  /as  made  to  those  authorities  who 
inspect  meat  at  slaughterhouses  in  excess  of  their 
estimated  requirements  and  for  the  financial  year  ended 
31st  March  1959  this  Council  received  £49.  16.  -. 

Slaughter  cf  Animals  Act 

The  licences  of  three  slaughtermen  were  renewed  and 
three  new  licences  were  granted. 


List  of  Pood  Premises 


Bakehouses  5 
Butchers  6 
Cafes,  Snack  bars  and  kiosks  43 
Sugar  confectioners  11 
Flour  confectioners  6 
Dairies  2 
Fishmongers  3 
Fried  fish  shops  3 
Grocers  27 
Greengrocers  8 
Licenced  premises  (other  than 

private  hotel  licences)  23 
Meat  products  and  Bacon  Factory  I 
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Food  Premises  by  Type  Registered 
under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933. 

Registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream ; -  Inspections 


Grocers 

16 

25 

Confectioners 

7 

17 

Cafes,  etc. 

21 

3  9 

Kiosks 

13 

9 

Fi  shmongers 

2 

5 

59 

75 

Registered  for  the  prepar 

■ation  of 

Sausages ; - 

Butchers 

2 

13 

Registered  for  the  Preservation  of 

Food  (by  cooking) 

Grocers 

2 

3 

Fried  fish  shops 
Wholesale 

•~7 

0 

9 

manuf  a  c  t  ur  e  r  s 

1 

7 

6 

19 

Premises  Registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1939* 

Dairies  2  7 


Unbound  Foc^ 

Unsound  food  surrendered  for  destruction  included 

230  lbs.  fresh  meat 

116  M  tinned  fruit 

437  n  tinned  meat 

42  n  tinned  vegetables 

32  "  miscellaneous  foodstuff 


All  unsound  food  is  stained  and  disposed  of  on  the 
refuse  tip  or  in  the  "by-products  plant  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Milk  Supply 

The  following  registrations  were  operative  during  1959 s- 


fairies  2 

I)  istri  tutors  5 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell 

pasteurised  milk  7 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell 

tuberculin  tested  milk  4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell 

sterilised  milk  1 

Holders  of  producer/retailer's 

licence  to  sell  tuberculin  tested 
(farm  bottled)  milk  2 


Only  designated  milk  is  sold  as  the  Isle  of  T#ight 
was  declared  a  specified  area  in  1957. 

57  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  with  the  following 

Methylene  Blue  Phosphatase  Turbidity 
Test  Test  "  Test 

Passed  Hailed  Passed  Hailed  Passed  Hailed 

8  8 

2  2 

8  5 

11  1 

Legal  Proceedings 

As  a  result  of  a  complaint  that  a  one  pint  bottle 
of  milk  contained  a  large  piece  of  glass,  proceedings 
were  instituted  under  Section  2  of  the  Hood  and  Drugs 
Act  1955 j  against  the  dairy  concerned.  The  firm 
pleaded  H Guilty”  to  selling  milk  not  of  the  substance 
demanded  and  a  fine  of  £20  was  imposed,  together  with 
costs  amounting  to  £5.  5. 


results  s - 
Designation 

Pasteurised 
T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
Sterilised 
Tuberculin  tested 
T.T.  (Harm  bottled) 


Ice  Cream 


Hifty-nine  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Hood  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
Ho  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream,  all  supplies  being  obtained  from  the  larger 
manufacturers  on  the  mainland  or  from  a  wholesale 
manufacturer  in  an  adjoining  district.  During  the  year 
20  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  methylene 
blue  test  with  the  following  results? - 

Provisional  Grades 
I  II  III  IV 

12  5  3 

The  three  samples  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  III  were 
all  from  one  manufacturer. 
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Food  Sampling 


The  Isle  of  Wight  Comity  Council  as  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  is  responsible  for  sampling  and  I  am 
indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
for  the  following  information  regarding  samples  taken 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March  I960. 

Twenty-five  samples  of  food, including  3  of  milk, 
were  taken  and  all  were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory 
composition.  2  samples  of  casserole  steak  were  not 
satisfactorily  labelled.  28  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  biological  examination,  all  being 
satisfactory. 
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Factories  Acts  1937  -  1959 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  healths - 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  he 
enforced  hy  local 
authorities 

1 

- 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  hy  local 
authorities 

19 

6 

■ 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  hy 
local  authorities  (excl. 
out-workers’  premises) 

20 

6 

— 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds - 


Particulars 

.  . — —  - — —  ■■-■■■■■  - - - - 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

- - 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

F  ound 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of 

cleanliness  (S.l) 

O' ve  r  cr  owd  ing  ( S  •  2 ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors(S.S) 

... 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.7) 
fa)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Outwork 


Sections  110  and  111  Nil 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  (Section  34) 
Number  of  certificates  in  force  1 


